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unsuitable for a country building Communism. It gave the
children a superficial knowledge of a great many things, but no
proper groundwork of the foundation of education. Much of
their time was wasted in fruitless excursions. They could talk
about the railway of their district, or the local industry, hut
could write neither well nor grammatically. Their arithmetic
was in an equally bad state." In 1934, two years later, in dis-
cussing this question with Shatsky, whose schools, working on
the Project Method, had been highly successful, I found he
supported this view. He added that this method could only be
used successfully in well-to-do private schools, since it required
small classes. It could not possibly be applied to mass schools,
and in the U.S.S.R. they had to deal with mass schools for
millions of children. The Dalton Plan lasted a little longer—it
was abolished in 1932; in this case, too, because it was not con-
sidered suitable for the conditions. Two decrees1 settled educa-
tional policy for some time. One issued August 25th., 1932, by
the Central Committee of the Party, dealt with primary and
secondary education, and the other, issued in September of the
same year by the Central Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R.,
dealt with higher education. They stabilised the changes that
had been going on for some time. Dealing with methods, the
brigade system was abolished and individual work restored. In
schools the class lesson, well prepared, was to be the basic
method, but visits to museums, factories, etc., individual work
in the laboratory, and, particularly, work with books, were not
to be excluded. In the university the lecture was restored. Ad-
ministration was handed over in its entirety to the school or
university director. Self-government is limited to activities and
concerns which come within the pupils* and students' proper
sphere. (A much wider sphere still than in any other country.)
Education, from the apparently undisciplined affair that the
early economic and social conditions produced, had now become
a disciplined means of producing disciplined citizens of a
Communist State,
i See British Russian Gazette, January 1938,

